
	
  

	
  

 
 
Zwischen Dix und Mueller 
10 December 2014 – 31 January 2015 
Opening: 9 December, from 6.30 to 9 p.m. 
 

“ For thirty years the public has been confused. Ever since the Armory Show countless starting new 
art forms have only succeeded in provoking one question: 

 What is art – for heaven’s sake?” Karl Nierendorf, 1942 
 
 

Otto Mueller, Standing Nude, 1928 Wilhelm Lehmbruck, Girl’s head on slender    Hannah Höch, Toughening up, 1925 
    neck, Large contemplative head, 1913/14   
 
 
Berlin – The exhibition „Zwischen Dix und Mueller“ („Between Dix and Mueller“) highlights the work 
of a group of early 20th century artists, whose lives and careers were fractured by one, if not two, 
world wars but whose names are now firmly established in art history. It also reflects the story of a 
gallery, whose activities were tightly connected with this generation of artists, and whose tireless 
efforts to promote their work, both in America as well as in Europe, helped to shape their reputation 
and renown internationally.  
 
Against the backdrop of Yvonne Groß’s recently published biography Between Dix and Mueller. The 
Berlin art dealer Florian Karsch and the Nierendorf gallery*, the exhibition will show works by Marcel 
Breuer, Lovis Corinth, Otto Dix, Lyonel Feiniger, George Grosz, Erich Heckel, Hannah Höch, Ernst 
Ludwig Kirchner, Wilhelm Lehmbruck, Otto Mueller, Emil Nolde, Karl Schmidt-Rottluff, Josef Scharl 
and others.  
 
On an historical side note, the gallery spaces at Schöneberger Ufer, which are now occupied by Aurel 
Scheibler housed the Nierendorf gallery from 1933 through 1938. It is not unthinkable that some of 
the works from the current exhibition were shown on the very same walls nearly one century ago. 
 
„Zwischen Dix und Mueller“ will open on Tuesday, 9 December at 6.30 p.m. The Karsch biography 
will be presented and Dr. h.c. Andreas Hüneke of the Freie Universität Berlin and Florian Karsch will 
speak. The exhibition will run until Saturday, 31 January 2015. (Please note that the gallery will be 
closed from 22 December until 5 January 2015). 
 



	
  

	
  

 
 
Background information: 
 
The brothers Karl (1889-1947) and Josef Nierendorf (1898-1949) opened the Galerie Nierendorf in 
1920 in Cologne and moved their business to Berlin soon after. In 1925, Karl Nierendorf founded the 
Galerie Neumann-Nierendorf together with J.B Neumann who gave up the Graphic Cabinet J.B. 
Neumann. The Neumann-Nierendorf partnership ceased to exist in 1933 and continued as Galerie 
Nierendorf. Karl left Berlin in 1936 to go to New York, where he established the Nierendorf Gallery 
opposite The Museum of Modern Art where he had his first exhibition in 1937. Due to the economic 
and political situation in Germany, Josef had to close the gallery in Berlin in 1939. Karl died in 1947 
and with his death the Nierendorf gallery disappeared from the New York art scene. Josef who had 
planned to re-open his gallery in Berlin died in June 1949, just months before the scheduled re-
launch. It was only six years later, in 1955, that his stepson Florian Karsch with his wife Inge, realized 
Josef’s dream when they started the Galerie Meta Nierendorf in a backroom of the Berlin-Tempelhof-
based bookstore which was run by Josef’s widow Meta. In 1963 the gallery moved to the 
Hardenbergstrasse where it continues up to today as Galerie Nierendorf with Ergün Özdemir-Karsch, 
the adoptive son of Florian and Inge, at the helm. Their program reads like a Who’s Who of early 20th 
century art and includes artists such as Wassily Kandinsky, Lyonel Feininger, Otto Mueller, Paul Klee, 
E.L. Kirchner, Franz Marc, Wilhelm Lehmbruck, Erich Heckel, Karl Schmidt-Rottluff, Otto Dix, George 
Grosz and Josef Scharl. 
 

Galerie Nierendorf, Berlin, circa 1930            Nierendorf Gallery, New York, circa 1943  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          Galerie Nierendorf, Großadmiral von Koester Ufer 71, Berlin  

         (in 1947 renamed Schöneberger Ufer 71) 
         Franz Marc solo exhibition, 2 May until 19 August 1936 

 
* Groß, Yvonne: Zwischen Dix und Mueller. Der Berliner Kunsthändler Florian Karsch und die Galerie 
Nierendorf. Galerie Nierendorf, Edition Andreae, Lexxion Verlag, Berlin, 2014  
ISBN 978-3-869 65-263-4, €34.80 


